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The Long Stone by Mary E Jenkins 
 

I stand forlorn 
Alone, ignored, 

When once I stood so proud 
My place secure 

My purpose known 
My stature once admired. 

 
Now few people notice me 

Or even want to stay. 
They travel past 
No time to pause 

No space within their day. 
 

Only memories haunt this place, 
The ancient ones have gone, 

For they have left me here, bereft, 
No dance, no smiles, no song. 

 
The moon is full and midnight strikes 

A pin becomes a dart 
The tears I shed are real blood 
Release my old stone heart. 

 
[There is a Forest legend that if you go to the Staunton Long Stone on the night of a full moon 
and at midnight stick a pin into the stone, it will bleed real blood.] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks go to the following: 

CƻǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 5Ŝŀƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ Ψ{ƴŀǇǎƘƻǘΩ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

and for maps provided for the drop in consultation sessions. Jack Cockburn for his assistance 

in relation to the historic development of Staunton. Staunton (Coleford) Parish Councillors for 

volunteering their time to undertake some of fieldwork. 

 

 

Front cover photographs clockwise: Cider press stone near {ǘŀǳƴǘƻƴ IƻǳǎŜΤ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΤ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭǎƘ 

Mountains from High Meadow Farm. 
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1. Purpose of this document 
 

1.1. This document has been produced by Staunton (Coleford) Parish Council following a 

comprehensive local study of the design and character of both the natural and built 

environment of Staunton.  

 

1.2. The development of this document has been guided by a number of planning policies. 

Of particular relevance is paragraph 58 of the National Planning Policy Framework: 

 

1.3. The docǳƳŜƴǘΩǎ development has also been guided by  the Local Character and Assets 

statement included in ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 5Ŝŀƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ !ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ (Interim Draft): 

 

1.4. The document has been subject to public consultation and subsequent revision and 

was adopted by Staunton (Coleford) Parish Council on 17th March 2015.  Formal 

endorsement by the Forest of Dean District Council is now sought. Subject to this 

This statement above expresses the intention to use and improve local evidence to 

inform planning decisions including plan making. It applies to character and design 

generally but also to information in respect of additional or existing heritage assets. 

 

Local and neighbourhood plans should develop robust and comprehensive policies 

that set out the quality of development that will be expected for the area. Such 

policies should be based on stated objectives for the future of the area and an 

understanding and evaluation of its defining characteristics. Planning policies and 

decisions should aim to ensure that developments:  

 ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŜƭƭ and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for the short 

term but over the lifetime of the development;  

 ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ 

attractive and comfortable places to live, work and visit;  

 optimise the potential of the site to accommodate development, create and sustain 

an appropriate mix of uses (including incorporation of green and other public space as 

part of developments) and support local facilities and transport networks;  

 respond to local character and history, and reflect the identity of local 

surroundings and materials, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate 

innovation;  

 ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ 

crime, do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion; and  

 ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎΦ 
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endorsement it is expected that the document will form a material consideration in relation 

to future planning applications. 

 

1.5. The document has been produced primarily to promote high standards of new 

development design that respects, conserves and enhances the character of the Parish. 

Developers are encourage to refer to it when considering the location and design of their 

proposals. 

 

1.6. The document identifies a range of both national and local heritage assets that make 

an important contribution to the character of the Parish. This list of assets will form the 

basis of a future study to help recognise and protect local heritage assets. 

Consultation stages 

Stage Date  

Public Consultation period 
 

5th Jan ς 2nd February 2015 Current stage 

Village Hall consultation drop in 
sessions 

 

20th Jan 2015 (7-9pm) 
24th Jan 2015 (10-12am) 

 

Revised final draft 
 

19th February 2015  

Adoption of final draft by Parish 
Council 

 

10th March 2015  

Endorsement by Forest of Dean 
District Council 

 

April/May 2015 *  
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2. Parish overview 
 

2.1. The Parish of Staunton is situated high above the River Wye on the north-west fringes 

of the Forest of Dean, between Monmouth and Coleford in the Wye Valley Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Most of the parish is over 150m above sea level. It sits 

in a rolling landscape of interlocking convex hills and dry valleys formed from the underlying 

Carboniferous Limestone and Coal Measures and Devonian Sandstone. 

 
 

2.2. ¢ƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƳŜƎŀƭƛǘƘǎΣ Ŧƭƛƴǘ ŎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ .ǊƻƴȊŜ !ƎŜ ŀȄŜ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƛƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ 

of human presence in the area from the Neolithic period onwards whilst archaeological 

finds around the village demonstrate Roman occupation. However, the area is thought to 

have remained relatively unsettled, with only a Saxon farmstead present, until the C12th 

when the construction of a fortified Norman manor house helped to establish the village of 

Staunton. Initially employment would have centred round the mining and smelting of iron 

ore but inevitably diversified as time went on. Following the demise of the manor house at 

Staunton the seat of power shifted south to an impressive new manor house constructed 

at High Meadow at the southern edge of the Parish. Built in the C17th, nothing above ground 

now remains of this once impressive building or the hamlet around it. The C19th saw turn-

piking of the road through the village and construction of a tram and railway line along the 

southern boundary of the parish, which is now disused. Today the Parish is predominantly 

wooded. The small village of Staunton forms the main population centre encircled by 

woodland but mostly separated from it by fringing fields. Further fields and a number of 

isolated dwellings and farmsteads are located along woodland edges which also form the 

parish boundary at Broadstone and along the Upper Redbrook Valley. Despite the addition 

of 19th century housing the population of the Parish has not altered significantly for many 

centuries. The Parish consists of four distinct character areas. These include the Historic 

Core, Rural Hinterland, Wooded Slopes and Outlying Farmsteads Character Areas. The 

Landscape type 

¶ National Character Area 105; 

¶ Forest of Dean Landscape Character Assessment area 2b (Limestone Hills, High 

Meadow and Staunton); 

¶ Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Landscape 

Management Zone 10. 

Designations 
¶ Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); 

¶ Conservation Area; 

¶ National Nature Reserve (NNR); 

¶ Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 

¶ Key Wildlife Site (KWS); 

¶ Listed Building (LB); 

¶ Scheduled Monument (SM). 
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boundaries of these character areas and their descriptions are provided in the following 

sections. The rationale for each character area is given at Appendix 1 and the methodology 

for producing the Assessment is provided at Annex 2. Figure 1 shows the location and extent 

of each character area.  

Figure 1. Staunton Character Areas 
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3. Historic Core Character Area 

 

Character Summary 

3.1. The character area sits at the northern end of a dry valley and consists of a linear 

progression of predominantly historic buildings and small areas of common land that follow 

a once ancient track way running east to west. The much more recent busy A4136 also runs 

through the character area to the north, connecting Coleford to Monmouth. Despite this 

much of the Historic Core, remains intact as a thin ribbon of built development along the 

historic main high street interspersed with occasional more recent additions.  

 

Landscape description 

3.2. The historic core is well integrated with its surroundings being almost entirely encircled 

by woodland. The fringing fields, which form a clearing, separate the Historic Core from 

these wooded slopes and further aid its integration forming an important transition 

between development and woodland and allowing occasional more extensive views.  

 

3.3. Several minor roads and tracks branch off the historic main high street connecting 

outlying farmsteads and recent modern cul-de-sac developments beyond the character 

area boundary. The historic core remains primarily rural in character despite the 

suburbanising influence of the A4136. Staunton Heritage Walk passes through the character 

area. 

Key views and landmarks 

¶ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ; 

¶ Extensive long-distance views of the Forest of Dean and the Malvern Hills east out of the 

character area from the track leading north from the Old Rectory; 

¶ Views in to and out of the character area from fields to the north and south from public 

rights of way and tracks/minor roads; 

¶ Views east and west across parts of the character area from high ground at The Cross and 

CǊƻƎΩǎ aƻǳǘƘ {ǘƻƴŜΤ 

¶ Views of the church approaching the village along the A4136 from Coleford. 

Pattern and character 

3.4. The settlement lacks any obvious centre. Instead development is linear, forming a 

ribbon running along an ancient dog-legged track marked by the church in the east and the 

CǊƻƎΩǎ aƻǳǘƘ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ 

are often joined together. At either end the pattern of development is slightly looser with 

properties being set further apart. Most buildings are set right up against or else set back 

only slightly from the historic main high street and often separated from it by low stone 

walls.  
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3.5. A variety of building styles exist within the settlement, however the Conservation Area 

and the vernacular architecture help to identify the linear historic core of the village. The 

church, village hall and pub act as focal points for the community. 
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Buildings and details 

3.6. The character area contains a variety of pre-dominantly two storey historic buildings 

(both designated and undesignated) and open space which contribute significantly to its 

sense of place including: 

¶ Small areas of open space (including common land) both open and wooded at the Pound, 
The ButtsΣ CǊƻƎΩǎ aƻǳǘƘ {ǘƻƴŜ and Castle Ditch; 

¶ Historic listed buildings and scheduled monumentsΥ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƎǊŀŘŜ L [.ύΤ ¢ƘŜ 
Steps and Arched Granary (grade II LB), Staunton Cross (Grade II LB and SM), The 
Almshouse (Grade II LB), Church Farm House and Barns (Grade II LB); 

¶ Undesignated historic buildings/features/sites: Court Orchard field (site of previous 
Roman observation post and Norman Manor House); St John the Baptists Well (C14th); 
Brindsey Well (C16th); Brindsey Cottage (C16th); The Rectory (C17th); Staunton House 
(C17th with C19th additions); Arbour House (C17th previous pub and post office); Morning 
Wood (C17th previous pub and shop); Victoria Cottage (C18th); The White Horse Inn 
(C19th); Village Hall (C19th); Parish Pound (C18th); Pike House (C19th toll house); 

¶ Ψ¢ƻǿƴ ŎƭƻǎŜǎΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΤ 

¶ Materials consisting predominantly of stone rubble and rough cast rendering with slate 
tiles; 

¶ Common features include: wide fronted buildings; steep pitch roofs; chimneys; porches; 
stone lintels and sills. 

 

Sense of place 

3.7. The character area enjoys a close connection with rural landscape, with views into the 

surrounding fields and woodlands beyond from the village and from several footpaths that 

lead into these fields and woodlands. The changing seasons and way this effects the 

surrounding woodland can dramatically change the back drop to the village. Buildings 

including the pub, church and village hall, that provide community services, act as a focal 

point to the village. 

 

Positive features and special qualities 

¶ ΨwǳǊŀƭ ŦŜŜƭΩΤ 

¶ Designated and undesignated 

heritage assets; 

¶ Informal small open spaces; 

¶ Absence of excessive street 

lighting. 

 

 

 

 All Saints Church 


